[133 ]

XXVIIL Qbfervations on two Antient Roman
Inferiptions difcovered at Netherby in Cum-
berland: In @ Letter to the Right Rev.
Charles Lord Bifbop of Carlifle, F. R. §.
from the Reverend John Taylor, LL. D.
Canon Refidentiary of St. Paul’s, and Chan-
cellor of the Diocefe of Lincoln.

To the Right Rev. the Lord Bifbop of Carlifle.

Read May 12, HE following obfervations 1 beg

1763- I leave to prefent to your Lordthip,
who was pleafed to communicate thofe remains of
antiquity, that gave birth to them. The Society of
Antiquaries cannot but be greatly delighted to fee your
Lordfhip advanced to an Epifcopacy, in a country
Antiquitatom Romanarum feraciffima; and fucceed-
ing, atadiftance, a very confummate Antiquary, to
whom this kingdom ftands greatly indebted, the great
bifthop Nicholfon.

Your Lord{hip’s former fituation in another remote
part of England contributed greatly to the cultivation
of this kind of letters, and brought us acquainted
with what might otherwife bave lain unknown or
negleGted. We begin already to experience the be-
nefit of your Lorfhip’s removal to zbis.

Iam,
Amen-Corner, my Lord,
April 28th,
1763. etc, etc.

John Taylor.

The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 2
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T HE infcriptions [ TaB. XI.] marked N°.1. Ne, IL
were difcovered at Netherby in Cumberland, the:
former in the year 1762, the other early in the prefent
century: they both make mention of Marcus Aurelius
Salvius, T'ribune of the Cohors Prima /lia Hifpanorum.
Milliaria Equitata. The former moreover points out
the particular emperor M. Aurelius Severus Alexander,
in whofe reign it was engraved: and almoft dire&s us
to the very year alfo: which muft have been either-
the CCXXVIth or CCXXIX* of the Chriftian @ra,
for in thofe two years was that emperor conful : and
one of thofe confulates this ftone alludes to, in the
laft words of it; which I read thus:

IMPERATORE DOMINO NOSTRO*
SEVERO ALEXANDRO, PIO,
FELICE, AVGVSTO, CONSVLE.

And here I take occafion toobferve, that this apel-
lation DoMiNvs NosTER Was given to our emperor
in the infcription before us, notwithftanding what.
is recorded of him by his hiftorian, Lampridius,
Dominum f¢ appellari vetust.. And beit obferved, that,.
whatever inclination. Alexander Severus might have
towards Chriftianity, as has been imagined, his forces:
in Britain, as appears from that pagan and frequent
compliment, which occurs in the fourth line of this
infeription, were not in the fecret:

DEVOTA NVMINI MAIESTATIQVE EIVS.
And



%

4

W.Z %/ e.@[f/‘b'fé

The cbovation % 36 Pllars
Jfoumd ./md/;% 22 EE,

p

al

/mou
o \ M
AU

= gl
N\ \\\\.\\\\
\m\ \ ?\\\\\ \\\W\\.\
Qi i %

¥ DYDY Y

\
%
@ 7
Tl -

O FHEE N -
B\ 4 ' w\& 7/ | %

0

7 % 7
i A V) 1

Orscoverces madds

7%4/

)\ 20
[ -\

@

/.
_

|
%

.0

7 &\\ . \

G
D.N.O.M.

| N.ER.S. 4
-5.-quoD TTBI NON VIS

--...nE FECERIS

\&

ey

o g%' /.mmeﬂt. F.. 7 //;))a«%.;a

Sadl %’ fﬁ;é G £,

2. L% .
/‘2/)/”& HH.

[

[4

_ , . )
or f/ﬁ%&/ ,a{m Z%f Hodl,.

223

2 ot ryo o
v . e coverd el

7’7

2 2 A Y :
zt/qzﬂe« arsother il a Ja‘f Leoment betineer. BB. T
e . . 2
w‘%{zmp &;/w/&« 128 f;xzw‘// e The Jam

< O\ a
) 200 . DDD. Shree hollor  Tplow
7 :

CNe 4
,c/'z//e" orze.

7 ‘ot < foone, 36.
t_f?Zdl

7’14%%'

7Z c/%mm
Loilvrer

o (ondieets or e toy:

c.c. o

Pollrnr

eSour

N~

[
G. S

z‘ B ;‘7/3 e. //:}.1[ 7/7%/ //20177)&/ 7&4&1&’//{/)207@1/ ﬂf(%za ./”mr// ///(/,(‘/{ ;7%77,41144 we &’W?Mﬁg@e/ A

K.y four

AAAA




Fbilos Trans.Vol. LIL. TAB. XL.p. 13 4

) ) 1.
e.@[//‘b/é

IMP CAES M AVRELIO

Yay 1745 | SEVERO ALEXANDRO PIO FEL AVG
pd "PONT MAXIMO TRIB POT COS PP COH 1 AEL
| HISPANORVM 60 EQ DEVOTA NVMINI
MAIESTATIQVE EIVS BASELICAM
EQVESTREM EXERCITATORIAM
IAMPRIDEM A SOLO COEPTAM
AEDIFICAVIT CONSVMMAVITQVE

SVB CVRA MARI VALERIANI LEG
AVG PR PR INSTANTE M AVRELIO
SALVIO TRIB COH IMP D N

SEVERO ALEXANDRO PIO FEL

AVG COS

///}aﬁéﬂd/wm%wvﬁ&éq //32.

L bl Arllonr W

'I/%M &sza 7/ %MMMMW._D

S dynd .




[ 135 ]
And farther ftill, a Cumberland infcription, marked
LI in Horfeley, carries the pagan compliment to the
fame emperor fomething higher *:

DEABVS MATRIBVS TRAMARINIS
ET NVMINI IMPERATORIS ALEXAN-
DRIAVGVSTIET IVLIAE MAMMAEAE
MATRIAVGVSTINOSTRIET CASTRO-
RVM TOTIQ DOMVI DIVINAE

AETERNAEQ, VEXILLATIO. ......Pofuit.

The paffages, which feem to favour the opinion I
mentioned, of this emperor’s tendency to Chriftiani-
ty, are thefe of Lampridius, fcil.

Jud=is privilegia refervavit: Chriftianos effe paf-
{us eft.

Matutinis horis, in larario fuo (in quo et divos
principes, fed optimos et electos, et animas fan&iores,
in queis & Apollonium, et, quantum fcriptor fuorum
temporum dicit, Chriftum, Abraham, et Orpheum,
et hujufcemodi Deos habebat, ac majorum effigies)
rem divinam faciebat.

Chrifto templum facere voluit, eumque inter Deos
recipere.

Quum Chriftiani quendam locum, qui publicus fu-
erat, occupaflent, contra Popinarii dicerent, fibi eum
deberi, refcripfit, Melius effe, ut quomodocunque il-
lic Deus colatur, quam Popinariis dedatur,

Clamabatque fepius, quod a quibufdam five Ju-
dzis five Chriftianis audierat, et tenebat : idque per
preconem, quum aliquem emendaret, dici jubebat,
QVOD TIBI FIERI NON VIS ID ALTERI NE FECERIS.

* This, as far as we know for certain, is the only infcription
in Britain made under this emperor, except that we are now dif-

courfing of,
Quam
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Quam fententiam ufque adeo dilexit, ut et in palatio
et in publicis operibus preefcribi juberet.

I mention this the rather, becaufe I believe, that
one of thofe infcriptions mentioned by Lampridius
is come down to our times, but fomewhat mutilated.
It is to be found on the Via Appia, not far from the
Tres Taberne; and is marked N°IIL in the paper
before you.

Netherby, whether the Caftra Exploratorum of
Antonine, with Hor{ley and Wefleling, or the Afica
of Ravennas, with Camden and Gale, is the place,
where the infcriptions marked N°1. and N° 1L
were lately difcovered. N° I. ferved as a cover to a
drain, which did not feem of any confiderable age =
the table part of which is five feet feven inches, by
two feet four inches and a half: the margent two
inches more. N° II. was found in a room or apart-
ment belonging to a large building, lately difcovered,
but now pulled to pieces for the fake of the materials.
My L. of Carlifle has a draught of it, where there
appears to have have been an hypocauft, and pofibly
thereabouts was the Bafilica alfo, mentioned in our
firft infcription. '

A Durham infeription, marked XI. in many in-
ftances explains ours, and is proper to be comparect
with it. It runsthus:

IMP. CAESAR M. ANT. GORDIA
NVSP.F.AVG.BALNEVM CVM
BASILICA A SOLO INSTRVXIT
PER GN. LVCILIANVM LEG. AVG,
PR PR CVRANTE M, AVR,
QVIRINO PRAE. COH. L LEG. GOR.

The
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The purport of the Infcription now under confi-
deration is this, viz.

In the reign of Severus Alexander, Pius, Felix, &c.
the Cohors Prima Alia Hifpanorum Milliaria Equi-
tata put the finithing hand to a building, termed
here Bafilica Equeftris Exercitatoria, the foundations
of which had been laid fome time before. This
was conducted under the care and diretion of Vale-
tianus, the emperor’s lieutenant and pro-pretor, at
the inftance of M. Aurel. Salvius, tribune of the
aforefaid company.

Line 3. The Cohors I. Hifpanorum is mentioned
in many infcriptions found hereabouts, but in none
of them called Alia, as here in thefe two infcri-
ptions. COH. I. AELIA DACORVM is very frequent.
And in the Notitia we meet with Cobors prima Alia
Claffica.

Line 4. I read HISPANORVM MILLIARIA EQYI-
‘TATA; the Monogram ftanding for M. or MILLIARIA,
and Eq. for EQVITATA, not EQvEsTRIs. For the
auxiliaries ferved on foot, fome of the regiments be-
ing lined, or flanked, with horfe, and called there-
fore Equitatz : for that is the meaning of the word,
not promoted from the foot fervice to the borfe, which is
the opinion of fome, as Mr. Horfley, for inftance,
&c. I have fpoken to this point more fully in my ob-
fervations upon the Rutchefter Infcription, which are
printed in the Philofophical Tranfactions *,

Line 5. Bafilica is a word of large extent, and
commonly fignifies what is built for public ufé, or by
public autborsty, It is therefore frequently applied to
a burfe or exchange. The public roads are termed

* A.D. 1747. N° 482, III.
Vor. LIIIL, U Bafilicz :
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Bafilicee: and the Chriftian writers took this word for
their churches.

Though this be the common ufe of the word, it is
not the primary. It fignifies, I fay, originally and
principally, as it does in this infcription, a portico or
colonnade, which being very large and confiderable
in places built for courts of juftice, for public audi-
tories and meetings of merchants, it came to pafs,
that the name of the principal was funk in the ad-

Junét ; and all thefe places called alike lafilicee, from
the colonnade, which attended, and perhaps fome-
times encompafied them:

Bafilicarum loca, adjunéia foris, quam calidiffimis
partibus oportet conftitui, ut per hyemem fine mo-
leftia tempeftatum fe conferre in eas negociatores pof-
fent. Vitruv. V, 1.

In the law-books I find them fometimes diftin-
guithed :

Sacram vel religiofam rem vel ufibus publicis in
perpetuum reliCtam, ut forum, aut bafilicam, aut ho-
minem liberum, inutiliter ftipulor. L. 83. § 3. D.
de V. O.

And fo likewife Afconius upon Cic. Orat. pro Mi-
lone :

Quo igne & ipfa quoque euria flagravit, & item
Porcia dafilica, que erat ei jun@a, ambufta eft.

In Capitolinus I meet with bafilica centenaria, ba-

filica pedum quingentorum, And in the fame light we
muft certainly view the words of Vopifcus in the
life of Aurelian :

Miliarenfem denique porticum in hortis Salluftiis or-
navit, in qua quotidie et eguos et {e fatigabat.

Which paffage will explain the words of Juvenal,
Sat. IV. init. Quid

3
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Quid refert igitur, quantis jumenta fatiget

Porticibus

And both together, the ufe and deftination of the
building, which is the fubje& of our Infcription,
BASILICA (Z.e. porticus) EQVESTRIS EXERCITATO-
RIA.

As the Roman affairs in Britain are little known
under this emperor ; one only Infcription befides, as
I abferved, either bearing his name, or referring to
his age, thefe notices may poffibly be more wel-
come. And what makes the firft Infcription more
fo, is the mention of a new Legate, or licutenant and
pro-prator, Valerianus, in this province, never taken
notice of before. A copper Infcription lately difco-
vered in the eftate of the D. of Norfolk in Yorkfhire,
and now in his Grace’s pofieflion, affords us another,
and that a very remarkable perfonage, under the em-
peror Hadrian, and one much known in the Roman
hiftory. _

What was the prenomen of this Legate, 1. 9. is
a matter of farther enquiry.

o

XXIX. A Method of leffening the Quantity
of Friktionin Engines, by Keane Fitzgerald,
Efg; F. R. S.

Read May 12, ECHANICS, or that branch of
1763 ) mathematics which confiders mo-~
tions and moving powers, their nature and laws, is
properly diftingufhed into rational, and pracical.
2 A know-
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